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Making meaning of the past for the sake of the present

From within the histories of empire and colonisation, the stories of our ancestors
remain with us. Passed down along the generations and carried with us across the
oceans and the land, our stories wait for us to remember. Remembered now, narratives
spoken and stories seen are powerful in their ability to transform and restore. As part
of our own ways of being and doing, our very existence, Cherokee writer Daniel Heath
Justice reminds us that our storytelling is “...what remains — not simply for the
education of non-Natives but for us: for our families, for our communities, for good
relationships that reach beyond the human, beyond the living, to encompass a wider
world and a wider network of relationships that pass from this world to others.” Through
art, literature and cultural practice we can uncover and make known such narratives,
ensuring they are never forgotten, forever remembered.

Not Good Place

But time is running out

And time is close at hand,

For the Dreamtime folk are massing
To defend their timeless land.

(Time Is Running Out by Oodgeroo Noonuccal)

The act of remembering the previously known gives us the ability to provide context to
our contemporary lives. The power of remembering is to understand that whilst we
cannot change the past, we can resist its legacy. What we see around us is a modern
illusion, aesthetically pleasing and falsely happy. If only we would wake up to the
realities around us and remember that our past is not merely so, it is carried with us,
and once uncovered it can assist in changing the future.

The concept of the modern city plays a strong role in the illusion of the contrast
between the modern and history. The fast-paced juxtaposed with the slowed-down, the
concrete jungle against the natural environment. In reality, by the practice of culture
and the use of Indigenous knowledges we can resist the false dichotomy of modern
versus traditional and feel a connection to Country that endures. Despite the histories
of colonisation and devastation, in spite of the supposed superiority of modern western
life, we can stand on the busy concreted street and feel something.

by Eugenia Flynn



Not Good Place -Sunset — Blak Dot Gallery

These shields are a collaborative effort telling our experiences
as First Nations men growing up in regional towns and
subsequently living in city spaces. Growing up, learning culture,
listening to the old people and ‘performing’ as contemporary
artists within creative cities you learn a variety of perspectives
on what it means to be healthy, connected and engaged with
people and place. These perspectives can be contradictory at
times, and however well intentioned, must also be
acknowledged as involving the values of civilisational practices.
As the new generations rise we must feed our new ways
through the old knowledge to ascertain the hidden practices we
have inherited. We learn how to fight and connect in the most
ingenious of ways, but we also inherit practices that deny these
connections, those that can harm ourselves, our family and our
country. When we think of a sick place, it's a disassociation of
people from country and the interrelated responsibilities we
should inherit.

In the creation of the three shields, a variety of mined and
recycled materials are reclaimed to share a message that looks
appealing but is in fact a warning. Containing recycled chip
boards from discarded technology, these devices are
recombined to send a warning about the natures of developing
systems that rely on the treatment of country as a resource.
The colorful materials all come from someone’s home, from a
country and are connected to a story that needed those
materials in some way. Whilst empires continue to build and
construct city spaces, there is no responsibility to the extraction
and use of those materials in line with a timeless relationship
with country, or accountability to subsequent generations that

inherit the fallout of these decisions.




About Adam Ridgeway & Josh Muir

Adam Ridgeway is a Worimi ceramicist currently
based in Melbourne. His artistic practice began in
2005 at Sydney College of the Arts completing
Honours in 2009 and Masters in 2011. Ridgeway'’s
works are explorations of Indigenous value systems
and the anti-colonial histories, memories and
perceptions that intersect in their contemporary
formalisation. Previous exhibitions include the 24th
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art
Award (2007), the 4th World Ceramic Biennale in
Korea (2007), the 2008 Gold Coast International
Ceramic Art Award and “Generations” (2008) at the
Horus & Deloris Contemporary Art Space, Sydney.

Josh Muir uses multi-media to create contrast and
colour in his work. Encoded with symbolism, Muir
explores the challenges of contemporary living and
cultural identity in colonised spaces. His work has
been exhibited nationally by the Koorie Heritage
Trust, National Gallery of Victoria, National Gallery
of Australia, Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern

Territory, he was commissioned as a major project
artist by White Night 2016, and most recently
selected as one of eight Victorian Melbourne Tram
Artists in 2017. Selected awards include the 2015
Hutchinson Scholarship at the Victorian



Animation

Accompanying the Not Good Place - Sunset installation the
animations’ story depicts the journey of the three shields
returning to us with a warning — they are looking for the origins
of these civilisations and the values that have led to the
exploitation of country. In their search they move through country
to challenge a self-reflection, at how we have bent and distorted

meaning, become illusory in our efforts, feign ignorance and

poison each other with malintent. Eventually fading into nothing

the cycle of creation and collapse repeats in an infinite loop that
asks us to question why we have not learnt from past mistakes.

In collaboration with :
Sound Design — James Henry
Animation - Cassidy Wanganeen
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